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atrocious crime. Bu t I hope when he, she, or they are caught,
whoever t he j u dg e i s wi l l g i v e t he ma x i m u m s e n t e n c e , i n t e r ms o f
l ock i n g u p a n d f i n i ng , t o sh ow t h a t t h i s i s n o t a l l o we d . Th e r e
was speculation that the dog, because of some of th e inj uries,
may h av e be en t r a i ne d t o f i gh t . She cou l d h a v e l o s t a f i ght .
The owner could have felt it was a negative reflection on h im ,
a nd t oo k i t a l l ou t on h e r . So t h i s l an gu a g e w o u ld r e qu i r e t h e
reporting by these different caseworkers o f a n i mal abu se that
they see. It does not require them to investigate or go out and
ferret it out. I f they' re in the course of their work and they
see something of this nature, then they report it. There was no
objec t i o n b y a nyb o d y t o t h a t . Th e se c on d p a r t d e a l s d i r e c t l y
with the animal cru elty its elf. The pena lty for that is a
Class I misdemeanor. Senator Hartnett's bill was s imply go ing
t o ma ke a l l a n i ma l c r ue l t y o f f e n se s a Cl a ss I V f e l o ny . Bu t
those who work in this area pointed out that no t all of them
rise to that level. And if it was felt by a prosecutor that the
conduct did not rise to the level of a felony, nothing would be
d one to that person. So w e left the Cl ass I m isdemeanor f o r
those types of actions that were not as brutal and vicious as
the k i n d w e ' re a i mi n g a t . Bu t an y b od y wh o c ommi t t ed o n e o f
those offenses t hat w a s a Class I misdemeanor, if they did it
again , i t ' s a Cl a s s I V f e l on y . Th e f i r st o f f e n s e , wh i c h
involves torture, b rutality, or beating, is a Class IV felony.
So now, t o wr ap t ha t u p , wh a t t h i s ame n dm ent wou l d d o i s t o
strip out all of the existing contents from LB 273, and we would
insert in their place what I have just discussed. The contents
o f L B 2 7 3 wi l l n o t b e l o st . Th ey wi l l t he n b e mer g ed wi t h
L B 274 , wh i c h i s f o l l owi n g i t . So i f y ou h av e an y qu e s t i o n s
about the merits of the amendment itself or the pro c ess being
employed, I'm p repared to answer those questions. Thank you,
Mr. Pr e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha n k yo u, Sen ator Cha mbers. F urther
discussion? Seeing none , t he Cha ir would recognize Senator
Chambers to close. He w a ives closing. The ques tion is the
adoption o f AM 0649 to LB 273. A ll those in favor please vote
aye; those opposed vote nay. Please record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 2 7 a y es , 0 na y s , Mr . Pr e s i de n t , on t he ad o p t i o n o f
S enator Chambers' amendment .
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